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in ideas, but residing in a Person ; not represented by mere
numbers against one, but by the perfect type against the
imperfect copy.

ii.    WHETHER OBLIGATION CAN  BE TRANSCENDED.

The foregoing account of Authority determines the
measme of God's claim upon us. It is coextensive with
the authority revealed to us, i. e. with the range of the moral
consciousness. We therefore stiictly owe to Him conformity
with our own ideal. Short of this, we fail of our due, and
incur positive dement Attaining it with ever such exacti-
tude, we simply fulfil our obligation, and can pretend to no
merit before Him. To surpass it, He does not ask us; for
it is the limit of our possibility; unless indeed, by past
unfaithfulness, we have already lowered our appointed
standard, and contiacted the boundary to which He had
left a nobler sweep* In such case, it certainly is not for us
to take advantage of our own wrong, and demand that our
guilt shall choose our law. This rule fixes, with precision,
the true mid-point between the presumptuous legalism,
which allows of meritorious works that may make God our
debtor, and the despairing doctrine which denies every-
thing to humanity, because short of the standard of infinite
holiness. It is not His personal and absolute ideal, by
which we are to be tried; but His communicated and
relative ideal, implanted in our humanity, so far as He has
permitted it to dawn on each of us. Beyond this, we are
at present out of relation to Him, and not less foreigners to
His moral rule than we are to His intellectual life in
matters transcending even the guess of our reason. But
this relative standard is high enough, alas! to justify the
deepest humiliation that, like the Christian, is not abject
If not even the vainest can at heart admire themselves, if
all men who are truly attracted to a moral life see a better
than they do, if that which they secretly revere looks in